
set ‘em up an hour
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
The annual spring time change

is coming up this weekend. The
change from Standard Time to
Daylight Saving Time will arrive at 2
a.m. on Sunday, March 8. If it
seems like the annual change to
DST used to occur later in the year,
you're right. Prior to 2007, DST
didn't arrive until early April but
Congress changed the dates in
hopes of conserving energy. Stan-
dard Time will take back over on
Sunday, Nov. 1.

No Burning in daytime
The forest fire hazard season

started two weeks ago and runs
through April 30. During this time,
it is illegal to burn between 6 a.m.
and 6 p.m., within 150 feet of any
woodland or brushland.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden County Fiscal

Court will meet in special session
at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, March 5 at
the courthouse. Agenda items in-
clude: Resolution supporting fi-
nancing of equipment purchase,
Approval to continue participation
in the Truck Lease program, and
County Clerk Final Settlement.

KY 855 north closed
Kentucky DOT will temporarily

close Ky. 855 North in the Caldwell
Springs community of southern
Crittenden County on Thursday,
March 5 to replace a cross drain
just south of the intersection with
Main Lake Road. The road will be
closed from 7:30 a.m., until about
2:30 p.m.

WHO’S COUNTING WHO?
If you are filling out the census

for your home, you should
count everyone who is
living there as of April 1,
2020. This includes any
friends or family members
who are living and sleep-
ing there most of the time. 
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You can get local district
court and circuit dockets
under the My Links menu
at The-Press.com. A
monthly report on circuit
court hearings and plead-
ings is published in the
printed edition. 

STAFF REPORT
Although plans are only in
their infancy, there’s a move-
ment to put oversight of
Marion-Crittenden County
Park under the jurisdiction
of the Marion Tourism Com-
mission.
Mayor Jared Byford spoke
last Wednesday at the regu-
lar meeting of the tourism
board of directors. He laid
out a personal vision and di-
rection for the commission.
Byford said the legal name
is Marion Tourism, Recre-
ation and Convention Bu-

reau, but it’s
been informally
shortened since
its creation in
2004 to simply
M a r i o n
Tourisms Com-
mission. To
some degree,
Byford said, the
sub-agency of the City of
Marion was organized with a
particular mission in mind
and that included recre-
ation, which can be a form of
tourism. 
“I would like to see (the

tourism commission) more
involved in the park,” Byford
said. 
The mayor said he wasn’t

exactly sure what that might
look like, but it may require
the park board to be dis-
mantled and re-organized
under the tourism depart-
ment.
Byford said the park could

and should be generating in-
come through hosting base-
ball, softball or soccer
tournaments, operating a
concession stand and col-
lecting other fees for use. He

also acknowledged that gov-
ernment is responsible to a
great degree for providing
free recreational opportuni-
ties at the park.
Several new members have

been appointed to the Mar-
ion Tourism Commission in
recent months. Byford said
that with all of the new faces
on the board, he thought it
was a good time to illustrate
his expectations going for-
ward. 
The commission held elec-

See PARK/page 3

Byford

Mayor calls on tourism commission to manage park

From Fredonia Valley to Outskirts of Marion
Property Owners Getting Big Offers for Shine

STAFF REPORT
A number of renewable en-
ergy companies are starting
to make contact with local
landowners with cash offer-
ings focused largely on pur-
chase lease-options that
could turn into longterm
lease-contracts to facilitate
solar-panel farms.
Several landowners
around Fredonia have al-
ready leased their property
to the companies and others
have been approached or are
currently in negotiations.
To date, the only con-
firmed leases have been in
Caldwell and Lyon counties;
however, companies have

made offers to Crittenden
County property owners and
have begun conversations
with others, some within a
mile of downtown Marion. As
of early this week, no solar
energy leases had been
recorded at the Crittenden
County Courthouse. 
City councilman Darrin

Tabor, who is also a real es-
tate agent, confirms that
landowners in and near
Marion have been contacted
by the leasing agencies,
some with very lucrative of-
fers. 
“I’ve shown farms and

talked to (leasing companies)
about maps,” he said.

The leases are a “little
more stringent” than wildlife
easements or other mineral
rights leases,Tabor explains. 
“You still own the property,

but that’s about it. You don’t
get to use it,” he said, de-
scribing a landowners’ prop-
erty rights based on the
contracts he’s seen.
Local building contractor

James Penn confirms what
Tabor says about the con-
tracts. Penn said he turned
down an offer from a leasing
agency for a few hundred
acres in southern Crittenden
County. After considering
the aesthetic drawbacks of
having mammoth-sized solar

panels on his property, the
potential damage it could do
to his neighbors’ property
values and some longterm
concerns on other issues,
Penn said he opted against a
three-year lease option that
could have led to a 20-year
contract with two more 20-
year options at annual pay-
ments somewhere around
$800 an acre.
“But they would build a

perimeter fence around your
property and lock up. You
couldn’t even get on it to ride
horses or four wheelers,”
Penn said. “And those things 

See SOLAR/page 3

On the Horizon?

Groups
seeking
solar farm
land rights

Groups
seeking
solar farm
land rights

Bio/Med path
to be unveiled
at Freshman O
STAFF REPORT
A new educational path will be

available for Crittenden County
students next fall. 
This and other important in-

formation for incoming students
will be presented during Fresh-
man Orientation on March 12 at
the school multi-purpose room.
The program will begin promptly
at 5 p.m., with a nacho bar
catered by Texas Roadhouse, fol-
lowed by information about Ca-
reer and Technical Education
(CTE) and other high school
course options.  
Amanda Irvan, principal at 

See BIO/MED/page 12

Brandi Potter and Corey Crider lead the cast of ”Into the Woods” in a choreography
session in preparation for a spring junior musical performance. Sponsored by
Community Arts Foundation and directed by Michelle Crider, the 30-member cast
will perform two shows, at 7 p.m. both April 24 and April 25.
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SOLAR
Continued from page 1

do make noise.”
Elbert Bennett, magistrate for

the Fredonia area of Caldwell
County, said a number of proper-
ties have been leased southeast of
Fredonia near the Lafarge rock
quarry down to the Crider commu-
nity, and his wife’s family farm in
Fredonia. Bennett said there are
energy companies and others
working to get contracts in the
area, including GlidePath of
Elmhurst, Ill., and Geronimo En-
ergy of Minnesota. Some of the
companies, he said, are specula-
tors doing the groundwork to
gather up leases with intent to sell
them to energy companies.
Amanda Davenport, the eco-

nomic development specialist who
leads the five-county Lake Barkley
Partnership, said companies have
found this area to be attractive
partly because convenient power
transmission lines run through
suitable areas. Power can be put
onto the national grid and distrib-
uted over those lines. The trans-
mission lines that skirt across
Crittenden, Lyon and Caldwell
counties are owned by Kentucky
Utilities/LG&E and  Big Rivers.
Another appealing characteristic

of this area is its amount of sun-
light, said Crittenden County
Judge-Executive Perry Newcom.
He said a Texas company has been
in his office at the courthouse dis-
cussing its plans to acquire land
here, not just lease it. Newcom
said a large tract of property
owned in the past by various tim-
ber companies, including West-
vaco, had been the center of one
company’s effort to put together a
large set of land holdings. 

Tabor said the companies are
looking for mostly cleared proper-
ties with south and east facing
landscapes. Companies from other
places like Florida, Mississippi
and Pennsylvania are also con-
tacting landowners in the area,
said Jeff Boone, another magis-
trate who serves Caldwell County.
Some are offering to buy prop-

erty outright, others want to lease.
Some are offering $20 to $30 for
leases during the exploration

phase, then $300 an acre during
construction and $750 or more
once the panels are in production. 
Whether solar power will ever be

generated in the area is yet to be
determined, but if solar farms are
indeed developed, they are likely to
be bought up by consumer-based
companies like Kentucky Utilities,
Kenergy or others that need a cer-
tain amount of renewable energy
in their portfolios in order to meet
federal requirements and com-
pany benchmarks. 
Kentucky Utilities and Louisville

Gas and Electric recently an-
nounced a plan to build the largest
solar array in the state. Solar gen-
eration from proposed facilities in
the central part of the state would
provide power to major companies
like Toyota, according to LG&E
and KU. 
Observers say the February

closing of the last Paradise coal-
powered unit in Muhlenberg
County is simply the most recent
signal of times to come, and the
future will certainly include much
more renewable energy like power
from solar farms. 
Open Road Renewables, a

Texas-based company, was the
first to announce plans for a solar
farm in this area. Two years ago,
that firm acquired rights to 800
acres south of Fredonia in Lyon
County with plans to develop
power generation by 2022. Daven-
port said the company continues
to work through the permitting
process and remains optimistic
that the solar farm will come to
fruition somewhere close to the
original timetable even though the
proposed new U.S. 641 highway
would take a portion of the land
identified by Open Road Renew-
ables. 

PARK
Continued from page 1

tions last week during the meet-
ing. Tanner Tabor was elected
chairman and Phillis Hardin treas-
urer. Other tourism directors are
Mike Hamilton, Jason Hatfield,
Kory Wheeler, Cody McDonald and
Shelly Davidson. Tabor is also
chairman of the Marion-Critten-
den County Park Board.
Byford described the park’s ac-

tivities and offerings as a patch-

work of volunteer organizations
that are so loosely affiliated that
there’s not a clear vision for the
park, present or future. 
The park is funded through cash

contributions from the Crittenden
County School District and
Tourism Commission. The city
and county provide such services
as litter abatement, mowing and
some maintenance. It is currently
managed by the park board, which
Tabor said had not met in the past
year.
Michele Edwards, Marion’s

tourism director, said a meeting of
all park stakeholders will be
scheduled in March to begin devel-
oping a plan for closer manage-
ment of the facility. Stakeholders
should include local government,
the jail, youth sports leagues, disc
golf enthusiasts, walkers/runners,
track, soccer, the school district
and youth football. Edwards said
anyone with a vital interest in the
management of the park will be in-
cluded in the discussions. A meet-
ing is tentatively set for 3 p.m.,
Sunday, March 22.
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Special educa-
tion teacher
Jared Brown,
who is also a
coach for the
middle and high
school football
teams, is the
Crittenden
County Board of
Education’s cer-
tified Rocket
Way employee
of the month for
February. Super-
intendent Vince
Clark spoke to
the dedication
and positive im-
pact Brown has
on students both
in the classroom
and as a coach. 

This power transmission line that
runs across U.S. 60 West just out-
side of Marion is one of several in
the area. It belongs to Kentucky
Utilities.

Callie Doom is
the Crittenden
County Board of
Education’s clas-
sified staff Rocket
Way employee of
the month. Doom
works in the Be-
havior Interven-
tion Classroom.
Superintendent
Vince Clark said
he has received
many positive
comments about
her influence and
ability to build re-
lationships with
students.



The following upcoming
activities are offered for chil-
dren, teens and adults at
the Crittenden County Pub-
lic Library in March.

Lego Club, Tuesdays
3:30-4:30 p.m., for kinder-
garten through 5th grade.

Story Hour
with Ms. Kath-
leen, Fridays
10 a.m.,    for
preschool-age
children. On
March 13, Ja-
neen Tramble
from UK Ex-
tension, will be
at CCPL for
Yoga Story
Hour.

CCPL & Extension Lego
Robotics meets March 12
and March 26 at  3:15-5:00
p.m. for youth ages 9-18.
Learn how to code EV3 ro-
bots in preparation for up-
coming robotics challenges.
Register at the circulation

desk or at the UK Extension
Office.

Tech Help with Carol, 10
a.m., Thursdays.

Genealogy Group meets
at 10 a.m., March 14. Learn
more about researching
your family histories from

local histori-
ans.

Google for
Small Busi-
ness Work-
shop Series is
March 11,
March 17,
March 31.
Register by
calling (270)
965-5015.

Writer’s Workshop is 6
p.m., March 9 for themed
presentations about the
craft of writing as well as
one-on-one help from pub-
lished authors.

Friends of the Library
FOCCPL meets at 6 p.m.,
March 19.

Editor’s Note: This is
Part 1 of a story about Lit-
tle E.
I once read

that happiness
doesn’t always
come in the big
blessings of life,
but in the
smaller ones
that accumulate
over time. Such
is the story of
Little E, our
three-year-old,
eight-pound fox
terrier. When he
went missing,
my post on
Facebook de-
scribed our dog
as black and
white, shy, not
one hundred
percent, having a black
mark in the shape of the
letter “E” on his back. I
had to get the word out.
He had never been away
from home before. 
When I came in from

church services that
Sunday morning, Eddie
had just returned from
his five-mile jog. A couple
hours later, our grand-
son Dakota, 23, came up
to help Eddie cut wood
for our fireplace. Before
he left for the woods, he
came to the back door of
the house and said, “The
barn door is open.”
“Bet the wind did it.

Are Gracie and Little E

still inside?” Eddie asked.
“Gracie is, but not E.

I’ll” look around.” Dakota
loved him, too.
We weren’t

a l a rm ed . T h e
wind had been
known to blow
the door open,
especially if not
pulled tightly
into the door
frame. My mind
went back to 20
years ago when
our dog, Hoppy,
had been in the
same place
when the same
thing happened.
Unfortunately,
he had escaped
into the night,
never to be seen

again. With that in mind,
we got more serious. 
We had been raising

fox terriers since 2000
with the intention of sell-
ing a few and keeping a
few. That idea didn’t
work out. By the time
they were weaned, Eddie
couldn’t do it. 
“How can you sell your

family?” he asked.
Knowing Eddie’s love

for dogs, this came as no
surprise. He made a deci-
sion to give the puppies
away to friends and fam-
ily members who prom-
ised to provide them a
good home. 
Many years and sev-

eral puppies later, Little
E was born. From the be-
ginning, he didn’t have
an easy life. He was the
runt of the litter, about
the size of a large mouse,
while each of his four lit-
termates were twice his
size. Obviously, he was
premature compared to
the others. 
Eddie went out to the

dog kennel many times
during that first day.
Right away he noticed
the larger pups wouldn’t
give the little one a
chance to nurse. He
would try to make his
way to the front of the
line, but the larger ones
took up all the space. If
he was going to survive,
the colostrum from his
mom’s first milk was es-
sential. 
Eddie got busy. Three

times a day, he took the
mom away from the other
pups then, squeezing her
teat, let the milk run into
the tiny pup’s mouth. Be-
fore long, he caught on
and gradually gained in
strength. At that point,
we added critical care
puppy food to supple-
ment his mom’s milk.
That became Eddie’s
daily regiment for the
next few weeks as we
found good homes for
each one of E’s litter-
mates. Although Little E
had come a long way, he

wasn’t quite ready to
leave us.
One Saturday, friends

were over and my hus-
band went to get the last
pup. He was growing, but
had a few obvious prob-
lems. He shook when
someone, except for me,
tried to pick him up. His
front legs looked a bit
longer than his back legs,
throwing his balance off.
He was awkward, often
hitting his head on furni-
ture or tripping over his
own feet! I guess he was
somewhat of an ugly
duckling, but cute and
sweet. Still, I was afraid
nobody would want him.
“He’s made from spare

parts,” Eddie often told
people, jokingly. Despite
his oddities, everybody
loved Little E.
Julia pointed out

something we had never

noticed. “Look! He’s got
an E, for Eddie, on his
back.”
“I guess we’ll have to

keep him,” Eddie said
smiling at me. 
It was true. As if it had

been painted on, he had
a perfect E across his
back. It was the excuse
we had been looking for.
From that time on, we
called him Little E.
Little E was constantly

challenged by things that
came natural to most
pups, like going up and
down our three back
porch steps. From the
ground, he got down on
his belly, seemingly
counted to three and
squirmed his way up,
one step at a time. At
first, he kept falling
through to the area
under our porch, but he
never gave up. With
Eddie’s help, he came
around and started over
again until he got it right. 
Where his coordina-

tion was lacking, we en-
couraged him. “You can
do it, Little E!” That’s all
it took to bring a sparkle
to his eyes. His imperfec-
tions only endeared him
to us, but as he grew up,
the simplest things got
the best of him.

Linda DeFew is a Liv-
ingston County resident
and frequent contributor
to The Crittenden Press.

50 years ago
Thursday, March 5

• Three members of the
Crittenden County Home-
makers Extension attended
the state association meet-
ing in Lexington. They were
Mrs. Paul Thurman, Mrs.
Buford Smith and Mrs.
James Weldon. 

• Bob Wheeler wrote
about the significance of
crossroads throughout his-
tory and elaborated on the
areas that compose Mat-
toon. 

• Caldwell County
hosted the Fifth District
Tournament where Critten-
den was set to face the
winner of Caldwell County
and Lyon County. The Trigg
County Wildcats topped
Livingston Central, 72-56.
Fredonia was set to meet
Trigg County afterwards. 

25 years ago
Thursday, March 9

• The City of Marion's
second Community Devel-

opment Block Grant gave
Jeanette Moss and several
other residents new
homes.

• Air Force Airman
Shannon N. Feil graduated
from Air Force basic train-
ing at Lackland Air Force
Base in San Antonio,
Texas. She was a 1994
graduate of Crittenden
County High School.

• The Crittenden County
Chess Team brought home
a state championship.
Chess team competitors
were Olicia Hall, Bowen
Simpson, Jason Guess,
Dustin Wheeler, Brian Mc-
Cree, Derrick Dooms, An-
drew Gobin, Cameron
Mays, Tim Grau, Lyndsey
Hall, Daniel Cherry, Brad
Tinsley, Jonathan Kirk,
George Foster, Rodney
Travis, Robby Croft, Brent
Hardin, John Foster, Mike
Wheeler, Jason Bozeman,
Jamie Myrick, David Hardin
and Brad Guess. Brenda
Foster was named Coach
of the Year.

. 
10 years ago
Thursday, March 4

• Five Crittenden County
Rockets were chosen for
the All-Fifth District Team.
They were seniors Dylan
Clark and Hannah Brantley,
and juniors Casey Oliver,
Jessi Hodge and Laken
Tabor.

• Crittenden County

High School freshman Ash-
ley Harris designed and
sold T-shirts to benefit the
Crittenden County Animal
Shelter. 

• Former Crittenden
County High School stu-
dent Kayla Buntin an-
nounced her plans to study
agriculture in Equador
through Western Kentucky
University. 

Calendar
• The Fredonia Valley

Heritage Society will
meet at 7 p.m., Thursday
(today) at Fredonia Ameri-
can Legion Post 103 at the
Buddy Rogers Park on
Dorroh Street in Fredonia.
The program, “Historical
Graves in Cedar Hill
Cemetery with Some Early
Settlers from Fredonia,”
will be presented by Car-
olyn Traum. Also on the
agenda will be refresh-
ments and a business
meeting.

• Deer Creek Baptist
Church is having a picture
scavenger hunt March 14
to benefit World Vision
Global 6k for Water. Cost
for a four-person team is
$20 per team. Contact
Chad Bell at (270) 969-
0385 or Sandi Bell at (270)
969-0041 for more infor-
mation.

•Pleasant Hill and
Paris Cemetery Associa-
tions will meet for their an-
nual meeting at 7 p.m.,
March 17 at Pleasant Hill
Regular Baptist Church lo-
cated at 861 Pleasant Hill
Road.  Individuals having
family members buried in
these two cemeteries are
encouraged to attend.  Do-
nations for the cemeteries
can be sent to Charlie
Hunt, 501 E. Bellville St.,
Marion, KY 42064.
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Extension
• A minerals meeting

will begin at 6 p.m., March
5 at the Crittenden County
Public Library.   Dr. Katie
VanValin will be speak-
ing.    A meal will be pro-
vided.  Crittenden County
Cattleman’s meeting will
follow. 

• A Private Pesticide
Applicator Training begins
at 6 p.m., March 9 at the
Extension Annex. This
training is for those who
wish to become certified
private use applicators, or
renew your certification.
Call the Extension office at
(270) 965-5236 to pre-reg-
ister. 

• After Hours Home-
maker Club will meet at 5
p.m., March 10 at the Ex-
tension Office. 

• Challengers Home-
makers will meet at noon,
March 11 at the Extension
Annex.  

4-H
• Early American Her-

itage Club will meet at 4
p.m., March 5 at the Ex-
tension Park (former Gun
Club). 

• Dog Club will meet at
3:15 p.m., March 9 and
March 23 at the Extension
Annex. 

• Stem Club will meet
at 3:30 p.m., March 10  for
4th-7th graders  and
March 24 for   8th-12th
graders at the Extension
Annex.
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Fredonia heritage group meets Thursday night

4

Missing dog brings back memories

The Fredonia Valley
Heritage Society will meet
at 7 p.m., Thursday
(today) at Fredonia Amer-
ican Legion Post 103 at
the Buddy Rogers Park
on Dorroh Street in Fre-
donia.  
The program, “Histori-

cal Graves in Cedar Hill
Cemetery with Some
Early Settlers from Fre-

donia,” will be presented
by Carolyn Traum. Also
on the agenda will be re-
freshments and a busi-
ness meeting.
The Fredonia Valley

Heritage Society is for
anyone interested in
learning more about the
heritage and history of
the Fredonia Valley and
for those who want to see

the history of our com-
munity preserved for fu-
ture generations.  
The society just re-

leased its third publica-
tion, “Veterans of the
Fredonia Valley,” which
contains biographies and
stories from hundreds of
veterans from the Fredo-
nia Valley from Revolu-
tionary War Patriots

through current day vet-
erans. The cost is $30.  
Additional books pro-

duced by the heritage so-
ciety are “The History of
the Fredonia Valley” and
“In Pursuit of Art – The
Talent of John F. Rice.” 
To purchase a copy of

one of these books, con-
tact Pam Faughn at pam-
faughn@att.net.  

To have the book
mailed, send the price of
the book plus $6 for
mailing cost with your
name, address and
phone number to Fredo-
nia Valley Heritage Soci-
ety, P.O. Box 256,
Fredonia, KY  42411.       

Club nears century mark
State Rep. Lynn Bechler presents a Citation of Achievement from the House of Rep-
resentatives recognizing the volunteer service of the Woman’s Club of Marion for
100 years.  Members in attendance for the presentation Saturday were (from left)
Nancy Hunt, Michelle Crider, Susan Alexander, Brandi Rogers, Sandra Belt and Car-
olyn Belt. The club will be observing its 100th anniversary March 14.

Charles Talley (center), president of the Rotary Club, in-
troduces Kentucky State Police Trooper Gil Phillips
(left), who is in charge of the traffic safety program. At
right is Trooper Ted Whitfield.

Crittenden County 
Public Library
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Crittenden’s grand old gentleman
Mr. Robert F. Wheel-

er, affectionately known 
to many as “Uncle Bob,” 
was familiar 
with the early 
history of Crit-
tenden Coun-
ty.  At the time 
of his death in 
1966, he prob-
ably was the 
county’s fore-
most historian 
on local lore. He 
shared some of 
his memories 
of the early 
days with his 
nephew, Brax-
ton McDonald, 
when he was 
101 years old.  
Here are a few 
of his memories. They 
are truly a part of our 
history.

The Early Days and
Surveyors

I didn’t always live 
here in town. I grew up 
about 5 miles out in the 
country east from here 
on the Shady Grove 
Road until after I was 
grown. We lived about 3 
miles straight through to 
Piney Fork Church.

My grandfather was 
born in Virginia and 
went to North Carolina. 
He came to Kentucky 
from North Carolina in 
1797. He settled first in 
Fayette County where 
his land ran right up to 
Lexington, which was a 
large village at that time. 
He found after he had 
stayed there a year that 
there would probably be 
some trouble about the 
title to the land in that 
section, and so he picked 
up and came down to 
this country.

My youngest sister 
lives on that farm of his 
now. It has been in the 
family since 1802. My 
grandfather owned 400 
acres that didn’t touch 
anybody else’s land at 
the time. A pioneer would 
come in here and find a 
place that suited him – 
he wanted it close to a 
good spring and where 
there was plenty of good 
timber and outside pas-
ture for his stock.  

The country was full of 
old-time surveyors at the 
time. They didn’t have 
to know much to do the 
surveying then, because 
they just surveyed as the 
compass stood at that 
time.

He’d start at a tree or 

a rock somewhere and 
mark it, and say it start-
ed at a certain corner 
and describe it the best 
he could, and go so many 
rods one way and so 

many rods the 
other until he 
had surround-
ed the land 
he wanted. He 
would apply 
for a patent 
on it. They’d 
finally get the 
county sur-
veyor in and 
they’d make a 
better survey 
of it. He’d get 
a patent on it, 
it cost him 50 
cents an acre 
at the start, 
but later, after 
the best land 

was taken up, they sold 
it at a quarter an acre. 
My grandfather paid 50 
cents an acre for his 
land.

There has been right 
smart trouble since then 
about land titles and lo-
cations. Now it’s harder 
to run those old lines be-
cause since 1802 when 
grandfather took up that 
land, the compass has 
varied a lot and it’s hard 
to get a surveyor now 
who can find and follow 
that old line. All those 
old landmarks have 
gone.  

Some 40 or 50 years 
later a man by the name 
of Paul Walker took up 
land just west of my 
grandfather’s, but by 
that time the compass 
had varied until he ran 
into my grandfather’s 
land. Neither one of them 
was disturbed about 
it because each one of 
them knew where my 
grandfather’s line was, 
and Walker knew that he 
couldn’t run across the 
old line.  But they ran 
the lien just the same 
and marked it out. Well, 
some time later, after the 
marks had disappeared 
on my grandfather’s line, 
they were perfectly clear 
on the Walker line, and 
there it was. Well, they 
got the county official 
in there and they were 
instructed to follow the 
oldest marks, and they 
(the second ones) were 
by then the oldest marks 
and it caused us some 
little trouble about it lat-
er.

Pioneer Times Was 
Hard Work

There are some things 
about pioneer times that 

appeal to me. But there 
has been a very great im-
provement in the ways of 
the people of this coun-
try in the last 100 years. 

In my grandfather’s 
house, an old brown log 
house where my sisters 
and I were born and 
raised and which he 
built about 1820, I can 
remember it had just 
one window in it, and 
that window didn’t have 
any glass – just wooden 
shutters.  Of course, it 
has been improved since 
then and has a good 
many windows now.

I can remember when 
there wasn’t a cook stove 
anywhere in the whole 
neighborhood. The peo-
ple cooked on the log 
fireplace. They set the 
skillet and lids on top of 
the fire and got them hot 
on a bed of coals and put 
the dough in there, put 
the lid on it, put several 
shovelfuls of coals on top 
of it. Made good bread, 
too.  

In those days I knew 
several families that got 
up at 4 a.m. The men 
would have to be out 
working with the cows 
and so forth then. They 
generally prepared three 
meals a day, although 
some had “cold sup-
pers.”

Housekeeping was 
hard work for the wom-
en, but so was swinging 

an axe all day to clear 
the land as the men 
had to do. In my young-
er days after my father 
died and I took charge, 
I cleared up, I would 
guess 40 acres all in 
one year. We’d generally 
keep one and sometimes 
two hands busy at help-
ing with this. Through 
the winter we’d go at 
it early in the morning 
with axes and wedges. 
We girdled the trees to 
deaden them. I’ve gir-
dled and deadened sev-
eral white oak trees that 
I expect would bring $75 
or $80 now. When I had 
cleared away the brush 
and deadened the trees, 
I’d try to get a saw mill 
up the next summer and 
saw them up into lum-
ber. But if I’d fail to do 
that sometimes they’d 
stand there until they 
weren’t worth anything. 
The saw mills were run 
by steam power and fired 
with wood.

Recalling Stories of 
James Ford

The story of James 
Ford of Ford’s Ferry 
is rather complicat-
ed. I know James Ford 
was accused of being 
a member of what was 
known as the Ford’s 
Ferry Gang, and there’s 
some evidence of it, but 
after studying it closely, 
I doubt very much if he 
ever had any direct con-

nection with it.  
Ford was a very intel-

ligent man, and he lived 
there right across the 
river from where some 
of them operated and I 
think wanted to stay on 
good terms with them (in 
order to stay alive). I had 
an account orally only, 
from a confessed mem-
ber of the Ford’s Ferry 
Gang. He had a nephew 
who lived on the edge 
of town here, and when 
he was a very old man 
he came and lived with 
him the rest of his life. 
The nephew was Shalin 
Elder, and he had a son, 
Rufus. The old man 
made a confession of the 
operation of the Ford’s 
Ferry Gang and his part 
in it. Rufus heard it and 
he wrote it down and put 
it in a box, but mice got 
in it and made a mess of 
it and he never re-wrote 
it.

He talked to me about 
it. He was a little kin to 
me and a close friend of 
mine. And in that confes-
sion James Ford’s name 
was never mentioned!

In his confession he 
said that the Ford’s 
Ferry Gang had a line 
from down at the settle-
ment where Nashville is 
now up through here to 
Ford’s Ferry and across 
the river there. When 
anyone was starting 
from that vicinity down 
there to Illinois, which 
was being done contin-
ually at that time, they 
would very often have 
mules and slaves to sell 
to the people over there 
– that was before Illinois 
was a free territory.  

The outlaws would 
start some man on a 
horse and about every 
six or seven miles there 
was one of their mem-
bers who would run his 
horse on to the next out-

laws and the news would 
get over here (between 
here and Ford’s Ferry 
where the outlaws op-
erated) that they were 
coming and about when 
they probably would 
be here, and they’d be 
ready for them.  

And the way the gang 
operated was rather in-
telligent and curious. 
They’d meet up with the 
people on the road up 
there and talk to them in 
a friendly way and buy 
their property, whatev-
er it was maybe mules 
or slaves, and pay them 
the money for it and take 
a receipt for it. Then 
they’d tell them where 
there was a good place to 
camp, where there was 
water and so forth. That 
night the gang would 
go there and murder 
them, and take the mon-
ey. Then, when anyone 
came to investigate, they 
had the property and a 
receipt for all the goods.
Advice For The Young

When asked for advice 
for young people in re-
gard to moral standards 
today – anything except 
the moral way will never 
be a success very long. 
Some other things may 
appear to be a success 
temporarily, but the 
truth will finally come 
out.

___
Robert Franklin “Un-

cle Bob” Wheeler was 
born Dec. 19, 1865 and 
died Aug. 13, 1966 and 
is buried in the James 
Wheeler Cemetery on 
Just-A-Mere Road.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

The James Wheeler Cemetery located on Just-A-Mere-
Road is where Mr. Wheeler and many of his relatives 
are buried. Mr. Wheeler lived in this area most all his 
life.

Memories of Robert F. 
Wheeler in 1966

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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How could something 
so small cause so much 
trouble? How could some-
thing we can’t see wreack 
so much havoc?

Late in the summer 
of 1665, a bale of cloth 
arrived at the 
house of Alex-
ander Hadfield. 
He was the local 
tailor in the vil-
lage of Eyam in 
Derbyshire, En-
gland. Within a 
short time, his 
assistant and 
all in his house 
had perished 
along with his 
i m m e d i a t e 
neighbors. 

Local rectors 
Rev. William 
M o m p e s s o n 
and Rev. Thom-
as Stanley led 
the initiative 
to quarantine 
the village to prevent the 
spread of the plague. They 
were supported by their 
neighbors and the Earl of 
Devonshire. They provid-
ed necessities by leaving 
them at the edge of the 
village for the residents to 
collect. 

By the time the scourge 
ended in the autumn of 
the following year 260 
of around 800 had died. 
Eyam and her neighbors 
are remembered today for 
their courage and cooper-
ation during a most trou-
bling time.

The nursery rhyme 
“Ring a ring of roses” orig-
inates with this plague 
(which hit London hard). 
An indication that one 
had the plague was a 

mark on the cheek.
It was only a decade lat-

er that Antoni van Leeu-
wenhoek looked through 
a microscope and discov-
ered bacteria and other 
micro-organisms. It would 

take another 
250 years or 
so for penicillin 
to be invent-
ed. And it was 
about that time 
(early 20th cen-
tury) that vi-
ruses were first 
identified.

Every few 
years, our plan-
et is faced with 
another poten-
tial threat from 
“bugs” we can-
not see with our 
unaided eyes. 
We need special 
equipment and 
knowledge to 
see and identi-

fy what we are seeing. We 
also now know that basic 
hygiene goes a long way 
toward protecting us. Our 
knowledge and technol-
ogy do not eliminate the 
threats. They do, however, 
give us what we need to 
mitigate the damage.

For centuries people 
thought that plagues 
were caused by cloth, 
rats or other vermin, or 
insects or (and this is a 
little tricky) a scourge of 
the gods. It was also com-
mon to blame foreigners, 
minority populations (the 
Black Death in the 14th 
century prompted a vio-
lent anti-Semitic pogrom), 
or marginal citizens (we 
even had a version of this 
as late as the AIDS crisis 

in the 80s). What we now 
know is that none of these 
things are the cause, but 
some of them can be the 
carriers. Europeans (the 
foreigners in this case) 
brought disease to the 
“new world” and nearly 
annihilated some peoples. 

Imagine if some of the 
brilliant theological minds 
of the past, or even the 
New Testament writers 
had lived in a time when 
the world knew about bac-
teria and viruses. Think in 
terms of how this might 
relate to the common cli-
ché “hate the sin, love the 
sinner.” Think about how 
it might shape what it 
means to “be in the world, 
but not of the world.” 

When we think of being 
cleansed of our past or 
cleansed of sin that means 
all the way through us – 
even to the parts that can-
not be seen. Sin can work 
somewhat like a virus. It 
can be hidden from view, 
but there will be symp-
toms. And when we are 
thinking of sin, go beyond 
the churchy morality that 
is often preached. That is 
the easy stuff that makes 
the self-righteous feel bet-
ter about themselves and 
is repugnant to those who 
may be searching.

Think of sin as a virus. 
It is something that works 
on our entire system and 
is invisible without prop-
er tools and knowledge. 
It can make us spiritually 
(and physically) sick. We 
know that something is 
wrong, but without a rem-
edy we are powerless to 
stop it. We have systems 
in place, such as a con-

science or emotions, that 
let us know something is 
wrong. It is just that those 
things are only temporary 
until the next attack.

This is the reason it is 
necessary to deal with sin 
when one comes into a 
body of believers. To fail to 
do so is to allow a carrier 
to cause trouble. Outside 
of religion, we can see this 
in other groups as well – 
businesses, local govern-
ments, and civic organiza-
tions. Some things simply 
can’t be tolerated.

In this world there are 
people who have various 
beliefs about how to deal 
with the virus of sin (or 
whatever label you put 
to it). Christians believe 
that it is dealt with by the 
innocent (sin free/virus 
free) blood of Christ. 

Viruses cause disease, 
as do those things in our 
lives that we know are not 
right. The remedy is so 
simple it is nearly unbe-
lievable. It is forgiveness, 
the antidote to sin. Henri 
Nouwen said in Life of the 
Beloved, “The question 
is not ‘How am I to love 
God?’ but ‘How am I to let 
myself be loved by God?’” 
This is the cure.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

When we can’t see the threat

n There will be a benefit 
gospel singing for Vickie 
Hodges (cancer patient) 
at 6 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 7 at Mexico Baptist 
Church, 175 Mexico Road 
in Marion. All are invited. 
Come and be blessed. 

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth 
Saturday of every month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry is 

open from 1 to 3 p.m. the 
third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n The clothes closet 
of First Baptist Church of 
Fredonia is open from 1 
to 3 p.m. every Thursday. 
It is located at the back of 
the church’s Family Life 
Center.

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.

Does Your Congregation 
Have  Something Planned?

Let us know. We post 
church notes here at no 
charge.

Email to thepress@the-
press.com or call (270) 965-
3191

Church Events & News

Question: In the run-
up of the past 10-year bull 
market, my portfolio of 
stocks has done better than 
I ever imagined. I would 
like to be remembered as 
a person who made a lot of 
money, saved consistently 
and invested wisely. Is that 
wrong? 

Answer: Jesus spoke 
often about the motives 
behind our use of money. 
He drew attention to man’s 
heart. “Watch out! Be on 
your guard against all kinds 
of greed; a man’s life does 
not consist in the abun-
dance of his possessions” 
(Lk. 12:13, 15). In other 
words, an abundance of 
money does not equate to 
having an abundant life.

Is it wrong to be 
wealthy? Of course not, 
but if you are not extremely 
careful, gloating over your 
money will soon turn into 
greed for more and more. 
The antidote to greed is 
generous giving. 

Faithfully invest in God’s 
kingdom work by giving 
through your church. “Each 
man should give what he 
has decided in his heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). 
Give consistently and sacri-
ficially.

Give to others in need. 
Look for opportunities to be 
a blessing to others who 
struggle financially and gen-
erously give without seeking 
recognition.  Edna McMil-
lan said, “A rich man is one 
who has enough for himself 
and enough left over to help 
others. Though he be pos-
sessed of millions, a man is 
poor, who has only enough 
for himself.”

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com 

What motivates your 
money management?

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison
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Week eight of the 2020 Reg-
ular Session is in the books.
Now that we have passed the
halfway point of this session,
the countdown begins as we in
the Senate anticipate the
2020-2022 budget bill from the
House of Representatives,
which we are expecting to re-
ceive by early March.
While crafting the biennial

budget remains at the forefront
of everyone’s minds, we are
staying the course to uphold
our other legislative obligations
as members of the General As-
sembly by passing bills that in-
clude specific reforms and
amendments to help us move
the Commonwealth forward.
I am pleased to announce

that this year’s school safety
measure, Senate Bill (SB) 8,
has been signed into law by the
Governor. Passing both cham-
bers with bipartisan support,
SB 8 requires the trained and
certified law enforcement offi-
cers already serving in Ken-
tucky schools to be armed. The
School Safety and Resiliency
Act, which passed in 2019, im-
plemented additional security
and safety standards for
schools, such as the require-
ment of a school resource offi-
cer and increased mental
health services. In loving mem-
ory of those involved in the
2018 Marshall County High
School shooting, I am encour-
aged by this momentous stride
made by the General Assembly
to better protect Kentuckians
within our school walls. 
The Senate passed three

constitutional amendments
this week, all of which relate to
responsible criminal justice re-
form. Constitutional amend-

m e n t s
passed by
the Kentucky
General As-
sembly go
through a
slightly dif-
f e r e n t
process than
regular bills
by also re-
quiring the
approval of
K e n t u c k y
voters. If a
legislatively
referred con-
s t i tut iona l
amendment
is passed by
both chambers, the proposed
amendment will be placed on
the ballot at the next general
election during which mem-
bers of the state legislature are
up for election. If approved by
a simple majority of voters, it
becomes part of the constitu-
tion.
Passing early in the week

was Senate Bill (SB) 15, or
“Marsy’s Law.” This measure
would enshrine in the Ken-
tucky Constitution certain
rights for crime victims, in-
cluding the right to be notified
of all criminal court proceed-
ings involving the accused, and
reasonable protection from the
accused. Kentucky voters ap-
proved this law in 2018, with
63 percent support. However,
the Supreme Court ruled that
the question on the ballot was
too vague, therefore voiding the
vote. SB 15 includes updated
language and improvements.
Moreover, I hope to see Marsy’s
Law on the ballot again this
November.

Another constitutional
amendment advancing this
week is SB 58, which would
curtail a governor’s ability to
issue pardons on the way out
of office. In other words, a gov-
ernor would not be able to
issue pardons or commuta-
tions during a certain period of
time, beginning thirty days
prior to the gubernatorial elec-
tion and ending on the fifth
Tuesday after the election—be-
fore the next governor is sworn
in.
Sections of the Kentucky

Constitution granting a gover-
nor the power to pardon date
back to 1891, when it wasn’t
unheard of to duel—the kind
involving guns. Since then, our
society and the composition of
our judicial system has
changed dramatically. It’s im-
portant to keep in mind that
the power to pardon allows one
man or woman to override the
judgement of multiple authori-
ties and officials within our
criminal justice system. To
limit the possibility of political
corruption, SB 58 implements
overdue, responsible oversight
to a governor’s power to par-
don.
Also passing was SB 62.

This measure would grant the
General Assembly the author-
ity to establish standards for
giving persons convicted of
certain felonies the right to
vote. However, the new process
to restore voting rights would
exclude those convicted of
treason, bribery in an election,
a violent offense, a sex offense
or an offense against a child.
Currently, Kentucky is one of
only two states, along with
Iowa, with a lifetime voting ban

for felons. Although there was
an executive order put into
place in late 2019, there are
still around 170,000 Kentuck-
ians that are still without the
right to vote due to a prior
felony conviction. If approved
by the House and Kentucky
voters, SB 62 could give felons
a clearer path to regaining
their voting rights. 
An act relating to

blockchain technology is also
heading to the House following
its passage this week. SB 55
establishes a blockchain tech-
nology working group attached
to the Commonwealth Office of
Technology to evaluate the fea-
sibility and efficiency of using
blockchain technology to en-
hance the security protection
of Kentucky’s critical infra-
structure. If you aren’t already
familiar, blockchain technology
allows digital information to be
distributed but not copied,
and, in many ways, has be-
come the backbone of a new
type of internet. Originally de-
vised for the digital currency,
Bitcoin Blockchain, the tech
community has now found
other potential uses for the
technology. I am proud to sup-
port this measure and look for-
ward to seeing continued
technological advancements
here in the Commonwealth.
The Senate passed a bill I

was proud to sponsor, SB 132,
which adds individuals with
state-issued personal identifi-
cation cards to a master list of
potential jurors, giving us a
wider representation of our
communities within our jury
pools. The list of potential ju-
rors was last expanded by the
General Assembly in 2002.

The Senate also passed a
number of other bills this
week:
SB 156 ensures that Ken-

tucky’s high school career and
technical education system is
unified, equitably funded, col-
laborative, responsive to in-
dustry, sustainable, and
provides equalized access to all
Kentucky students.
SB 160 reorganizes the Of-

fice of the Attorney General
into the following major orga-
nizational units: Criminal Divi-
sion, Civil Division, Office of
the Solicitor General, the Office
of Communications, and the
Office of Administrative Serv-
ices. Language within SB 160
also creates the position of So-
licitor General.
HB 24 appropriates funding

to the Department of Veterans
Affairs in fiscal year 2019-
2020 for design and precon-
struction costs for the Bowling
Green Veterans Center.
HB 214 ensures the avail-

ability of a sufficient veterinary
workforce through the Veteri-
nary Contract Spaces Program.
Given there are not any Veteri-
nary schools in Kentucky, this
program provides financial as-
sistance and access to key stu-
dents seeking a veterinary
education at participating out
of state veterinary schools.

Contact Sen. Mills toll-free at
1-800-372-7181 or email
Robby.Mills@LRC.KY.GOV. You
can also review the legisla-
ture’s work online at www.leg-
islature.ky.gov

In last week’s update I noted
that there were a couple of
controversial bills that were
discussed and voted on in the
House. One was House Bill
136 (HB-136), the medical
marijuana bill that I examined
in length last week. The other
was House Bill 1 (HB-1) which
addresses the elimination of
fraud and abuse of those re-
ceiving public assistance (tax-
payer money) while at the
same time providing a bridge
to health care coverage to
those needing it. This week I
will concentrate on HB-1.
Any time public assistance

legislation is considered, the
conversation invariably falls
into two categories: too much
money is being wasted or more
money is essential to help
those in need. Rarely does the
conversation include anything
that can’t be put into those two
categories.
One problem is that public

assistance programs some-
times incentivize people to stay
home and collect benefits
rather than work. Kentucky
has one of the lowest workforce
participation numbers in our

nation, which
means too
many Kentuck-
ians who could
be working are
not. In fact, the
number of peo-
ple on Medi-
caid is more
than twice the
number of chil-
dren we have
in our class-
rooms.
The Supple-

mental Nutri-
t i o n a l
Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) is
a U.S. Department of Agricul-
tural (USDA) program, for-
merly called food stamps, that
has the laudable goal of pro-
viding nutrition benefits to
supplement the food budget of
needy families. This is to help
people purchase healthy food
and move toward self-suffi-
ciency. Although SNAP is a fed-
eral program, states are
responsible for the general ad-
ministration of the program.
This includes determining the
eligibility of those who apply

for aid and the responsibility
for getting the benefits to those
who are eligible.
We have all seen or heard of

problems were some recipients
sell their benefits or purchase
shopping carts full of soft
drinks to sell to others. This is
certainly not the case for the
majority of those receiving ben-
efits, but it is prevalent enough
to be a serious problem. How-
ever, there is true need in the
Commonwealth to help those
who are struggling to feed their
families, make sure their chil-
dren have a roof over their
heads and have adequate
health care. Because of this,
many legislators feel more
money is necessary for public
assistance programs.
HB-1 is an attempt to ad-

dress both sides of the issue.
HB-1 would put all public as-
sistance payments for an indi-
vidual on a single Electronic
Benefit Transfer (EBT) card,
thus allowing the state to track
and eliminate eligibility for all
public assistance programs for
individuals found to be traf-
ficking in EBT cards. This also
helps eliminates the possibility

of individuals receiving bene-
fits in multiple states by en-
rolling Kentucky in the
National Accuracy Clearing-
house (NAC). As a point of ref-
erence, Mississippi took part in
a pilot version of NAC, identify-
ing and preventing a monthly
average of more than 300 dual
participants with a total an-
nual savings of $1.9 million. 
HB-1 would require the cab-

inet for Health and Family
Services (CHFS) to develop a
health insurance option for in-
dividuals earning between
138% and 200% of the federal
poverty level. CHFS would be
required to work on identifying
ways to provide “bridge” insur-
ance for individuals transition-
ing into improved employment
situations. This supports one
of the primary recommenda-
tions of the Public Assistance
Reform Task Force.
There was much debate on

the House floor leading up to a
vote on HB-1 and it was all
about the two categories I ref-
erence at the beginning of this
update: “too much money is
being wasted” or “more money
is essential to help those in

need”. It is my belief that the
bill does a good job of address-
ing both sides of the argument,
so I voted yes, the bill passed
the House, and is now in the
Senate for consideration.
With one more month to go

in this year’s session, the pace
is picking up. I anticipate all
the budget bills will come be-
fore the full House this week
and next. They will then be
sent to the Senate where
changes will undoubtedly be
made before being sent back to
the House. Joint House and
Senate Committees will then
be formed so that agreement
between the two chambers can
be reached and the bills sent to
the Governor.

Rep. Bechler may be reached
through the toll-free message
line at 800-372- 7181, at 502-
564- 8100, by visiting the Ken-
tucky Legislature Home page at
www.lrc.ky.gov and clicking on
the “Email Your Legislator” link,
or by mail to the Capitol Annex,
Frankfort, KY 40601.

Robby
MILLS
KY STATE SENATE

Guest
Commentary

Lynn
BECHLER
KY STATE HOUSE

Guest
Commentary

Kentucky looks at leaving Iowa behind in voting ban

Data show too many Kentuckians could be working

Deadline is March 16 to make what
is likely one of the most important
business decisions you will make for
your farming operation this year.  
If you have not already visited your

local Farm Service Agency (FSA) county
office to make your election for either
the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or
the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program
and to sign your annual enrollment
contract, you should call and make

your appointment now.
Many farmers are gearing up to head

to the field for spring planting, but it is
importance to not let this deadline get
lost in the hectic day-to-day obligations
of farm life, said Brian Lacefield, exec-
utive director of Kentucky USDA Farm
Service Agency.
If farmers fail to enroll for 2019 ARC

or PLC, they will be ineligible to receive
a payment for the 2019 crop year.

ARC and PLC provide financial pro-
tections to farmers from substantial
drops in crop prices or revenues and
are vital economic safety nets for most
American farms.  These programs cover
20 commodities produced in the U.S.
FSA anticipates more than 1.7 mil-

lion producers will enroll in ARC and
PLC – that’s a lot of producers to assist
in a short period of time. 

Not another
retirement
bureaucracy
To the Editor:
A bill recently introduced in

the Kentucky General Assembly
would reorganize Kentucky Re-
tirement Systems. Proponents
say HB 484 is needed to address
a perceived lack of representa-
tion for the County Employees
Retirement System, one of three
systems under the umbrella of

KRS. KRS is overseen by a 17-
member board.
HB 484 creates a new, du-

plicative bureaucracy. It estab-
lishes a CERS board and
another board to represent the
Kentucky Employees and Ken-
tucky State Police systems. This
will mean duplicate expendi-
tures to hire another group of
auditors, investment consult-
ants and actuaries. Investment
and custodial fees to manage
separate fund portfolios will in-
crease. Chief executive officers
would be hired for each of the
two boards. The total price tag is
estimated at $3.6 million to $6.7
million.

An argument can be made
that the current board is top
heavy with gubernatorial
trustees. A simple fix would be
to do nothing more than change
the board’s representation. No
muss, no fuss, and no spending
millions of dollars for a system
that needs to hold on to every
nickel to ensure fiscal stability.
HB 484 should be defeated,

and a more practical approach
to board representation should
be explored by all affected stake-
holder groups.

Jim Carroll
President KY Govt. Retirees

jcarroll@mis.net
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March 16 is farmer deadline for ARC or PLCLetters to the Editor
Way before there was social media, news-

papers were publishing comments from the
citizenry. You can still do that and reach thou-
sands of people on a reliable, respected plat-
form where civility is not only requested, it’s
required. Send you letters to The Crittenden
Press at thepress@the-press.com, or drop it
by our office. Letters should be 300 words or
fewer, written in good taste and include the
writer’s address. We also need your phone
number, but will not print it.



found
GREAT PYRENEES 
DOG found 1 mile east of 
Salem (270) 988-3564. 
(1t-35-c)ds

automobile
2006 FORD F150 
XLT, 5.4 Triton engine, 
146,000 miles, $6,900 
obo. (270) 704-3960. 
(2t-35-p)

for rent
3BR, 2 BATH MOBILE 
HOME, central heat & 
air, stove & refrigerator, 
garbage pickup, yard 
maintenance. $465/mo. 
+ deposit. References re-
quired. (270) 704-3234. 
(tfc-je)
FOR RENT IN MARI-
ON, 2 large BR, 2 bath, 
16x80 mobile home with 
appliances. Deposit and 
references required. No 
inside pets. (270) 704-
5848 or (270) 965-2657. 
REMODELED 3 BR, 2 
bath home for rent in qui-
et Marion neighbrohood, 
all electric, stove and 
refrigerator furnished, 
(618) 499-7680. (2t-35-c) 
ih

employment
POLLARD AND SONS 
will be accepting appli-
cations for upcoming 
projects. These projects 
are for local and trav-
eling crews. Positions 
available: Experienced 
Operators, Operators 
with GPS experience, 
Site Foreman, Laborers, 
CDL Drivers. Assistance 
with Safety Training for 
open positions is avail-
able; such as 24 hour 
Surface Mine, 8 hours 
Surface Retaining, and 
RWT (railroad) training. 
All recommended train-
ing, but not necessarily 
required. To apply please 
send a resume to info@
pollardandsons.com or 
apply at 222 Pond River 
Colliers, Madisonville, 
KY 42431. (3t-37-p)
LOCAL CDL-CLASS A 
DRIVERS!  Now hiring 
Local Drivers: Class-A 
CDL Required. Min 1 yr 
recent experience. Clean 
MVR. Great pay, bene-
fits, home daily. Submit 
application in person at 

Liberty Tire Recycling, 
2071 US 60 West, Mar-
ion KY or fax resume to 
(270) 965-3618 or email 
to hmaloney@libertytire.
com. Call (270) 965-
3613 for more info. EOE.  
(2t-35-c)
THE EARLE C. CLE-
MENTS JOB CORPS 
ACADEMY is seeking 
employees.  We offer 
a competitive salary, 
benefits package and 
advancement opportuni-
ties.  Full-time, part-time, 
and substitute positions 
available.  MTC is an 
equal opportunity em-
ployer-Minority/Female/
Disabled/Veteran.  To 
view current openings 
and qualifications and 
to apply, please visit our 
website: www.mtcjobs.
com. “Building Tomor-
row’s Futures Today.” 
(4t-38-p)

services
VALLEY VIEW Windows, 
Custom Built Vinyl Win-
dows, we install for new 
construction and replace-
ments. Aquila A. Yoder, 
Jr., 1240 Valley View 
Rd., Marion, KY 42064. 
(52t-28-2021-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (24t-52-p)

notice
ADVERTISE your job 
opening, event, items 
for sale, auction etc. in 
this newspaper plus 83 
other Kentucky news-
papers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Lead-
er, The (Providence) 
Journal-Enterprise, The 
Union County Advocate, 
The Henderson Gleaner, 
The Livingston Ledger 
and The (Madisonville) 
Messenger and for only 
$250. Save time and 
money by making one 
call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the 
classified department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email 
us at advertising@the-

press.com.

legal notice
Notice is hereby giv-
en that on February 12, 
2020 Terry Woodall of 
1305 Cedar Grove Road, 
Burna, Ky. 42028 was 
appointed administratrix 
of Loeta Faye Riddle, 
deceased, whose ad-
dress was 634 Black-
burn Street, Marion, Ky. 
42064. Marc Wells, attor-
ney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same properly prov-
en as required by law to 
the administratrix before 
the 12th day of August, 
2020 and all claims not 
so proven and presented 
by that date shall be for-
ever barred.
All persons indebted to 
the estate of the above-
named decedent, will 
please call and settle said 
debts immediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-35-c)

statewides
Adult

LOOKING FOR LOVE or 
just a friendly chat? Con-
nect with Latino singles 
in your area. 18-Plus Call 
1-866-686-5936. Try it 
free.
TIRED OF THE same old 
dating sites? Meet real 
people in your area and 
make a new connection 
on your terms! 18 plus 
only. Call 1-855-850-1741
Make a Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call 
Livelinks. Try it FREE. 
Call now. 1-888-979-2264

Automobiles
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find 

jobs or start a business. 
Call Patriotic Hearts 
Foundation. Fast, FREE 
pick-up. Max tax-deduc-
tion. Operators are stand-
ing by! Call 1-866-495-
0115

Cable/Utilities
DIRECTV - Switch and 
Save! $39.99/month. Se-
lect All-Included Package. 
155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE 
for 3 mos! Call 1-866-
292-5435
DIRECTV NOW. No Sat-
ellite Needed. $40/month. 
65 Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live 
Events, Sports & On De-
mand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commit-
ment.  CALL 1-833-743-
7168
DISH TV - $59.99/month 
for 190 channels. $100 
Gift Card with Qualify-
ing Service! Free pre-
mium channels (Show-
time, Starz, & more) for 
3 months. Voice remote 
included. Restrictions ap-
ply, call for details.  Call 
1-855-303-4767
DISH Network $59.99 For 
190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call To-
day for $100 Gift Card! 
Best Value & Technology. 
FREE Installation. Call 
1-855-633-4574 (some 
restrictions apply)

Cellular
Two great new offers 
from AT&T Wireless! Ask 
how to get the new iP-
hone 11 or Next Gener-
ation Samsung Galaxy 
S10e ON US with AT&Ts 
Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! CALL 
1-866-799-9268

Financial Services
Have $10K In Debt? 
Credit Cards. Medical 
Bills. Personal Loans. 

Be Debt Free in 24-48 
Months. Call NATION-
AL DEBT RELIEF! Know 
Your Options. Get a 
FREE debt relief quote: 
Call 1-877-934-0632

Health Services
VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! Cut your drug costs! 
SAVE $$! 50 Pills for 
$99.00. FREE Shipping! 
100% Guaranteed and 
Discreet. CALL 1-855-
535-2511

Help Wanted -                       
Truck Drivers

NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .50 cpm w/ option 
to make .60 cpm for Class 
A CDL Flatbed Drivers, 
Excellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.boy-
dandsons.com

Home Improvement
Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off and 0% financ-
ing for those who qualify. 
PLUS Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-866-
329-2415

Insurance Services
Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life In-
surance! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other final expenses.
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 844-
950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress
Internet/Phone Service
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 

months.) Reliable High 
Speed  Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-866-
930-8254

Medical
Stay in your home longer 
with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, 
and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-877-
530-1935 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/KY
Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 
844-254-2147

Professional              
Organizations

A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest se-
nior living referral ser-
vice. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our 
service is FREE/no obli-
gation. CALL 1-855-670-
0186
Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being re-
viewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for 
Your Free Author’s Guide 
1-855-209-2951 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/
Kentucky
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Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6 for one 
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the initial 20. Run the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. Now, all regular 
classified ads are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no extra charge.
You can also reach more than one million 
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department for more information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 newspapers for only 
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LEGAL NOTICE
The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

In accordance with KRS 176.051, Kentucky’s noxious weed law, the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet will control noxious weeds on state-owned right of way
at the request of the adjoining property owner. The noxious weeds named in
this law are Johnson grass, giant foxtail, Canada thistle, nodding thistle, com-
mon teasel, multiflora rose, amur honeysuckle, poison hemlock, marestail,
Japanese knotweed, and kudzu.

Property owners actively treating noxious weeds on private property may sub-
mit an application to request the eradication of nuisance weeds found on adja-
cent state-owned right of way. Contact your local district highway office to re-
quest an application. Visit transportation.ky.gov/contactus.

 JAMES R. CASH 
THE AUCTIONEER & REAL ESTATE BROKER 
FANCY FARM, KY- 270-623-8466  

“THE SELLING MACHINE”

 AUCTION

THE ANNUAL GIGANTIC 
JACKSON PURCHASE FARM MACHINERY

SATURDAY,  MARCH 14TH, AT 9:00 A.M. 
1001 W Housman - THE FAIRGROUNDS - MAYFIELD,  KY 

THE EVENT OF THE YEAR!

1000’S OF ITEMS WILL BE IN THIS AUCTION
WE NEVER KNOW WHAT WILL BE IN THIS AUCTION 
IF YOU NEED IT -- IT WILL PROBABLY BE HERE 
TRACTORS - All Sizes And Brands 

DOZERS - BACKHOES - TRUCKS 
IMPLEMENTS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION!! 

Hay - Planting - Tillage Equipment 
Hobby One Row Items Up To The Big Farmers!

Only Farm Related Items Will Be Accepted!! Please No Worn Tires, Battered 
Tanks, Hand Tools. We Only Accept Items That In Our Discretion Are Saleable.

CONSIGN TO THE AUCTION THAT BRINGS 
THOUSANDS... TO MAYFIELD, KY 

DELIVER YOUR EQUIPMENT ON 
Wednesday - Thursday - Or Friday 
MARCH 11TH - 12TH - 13TH 
STAFF & LOADERS WILL BE AVAILABLE  
8:00 A.M TO 6:00 P.M. EACH DAY... UNTIL THE LOT IS FULL... 

Rich In History For More Than 45 Years!

3.25x 4.5 FG 2020.qxp_3.25_ FG 2013  2/26/20  1:05 PM  Page 1
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Since he grew up up in
Columbus, Ohio, Kalil
Branham’s dream was to
play football in the Big
Ten and he originally
committed to Michigan.
However, he later had a
change of heart and the
talented receiver signed
with Kentucky.
“I felt like I

could play re-
ally anywhere
(in the country)
and I felt like
this was the
place I needed
to be,” Bran-
ham, who en-
rolled at UK in
January, said.
“I had heard about UK
from other guys they
were recruiting in Ohio
but I was just kind of fo-
cused on what I needed
to better myself to get to
where I should be. 
“Once I decided it was

not Michigan, the UK
coaches started talking
to me and I could tell
they really cared about
me and wanted the best
out of me. As soon as I
stepped on campus, it
felt like home. It just felt
like family with all the
love and some place that
I had to be.”
He was rated a top 500

national recruit by
247Sports and as the
10th best player in Ohio
— and he even played
quarterback as a junior
out of necessity when in-
juries hit. That’s the
same scenario that
shifted Lynn Bowden
from receiver to quarter-
back for UK last year
when the Cats turned ex-
clusively into a running
team. 

“They did have a great
quarterback (Terry Wil-
son) who did go down
and knowing he would
hopefully be playing the
next year made me not
worry about the offense
and this is a place where
I could show what I have
got skill-wise,” Branham
said. “I know they have
great quarterbacks here
and they ran the offense
they did last year be-
cause that’s what it took
to win.
“But since I played

quarterback in high
school as well, I felt if
that happened again
(with injuries) I could be
in the place Lynn was in
and try to do what he did.
I have been out with
quarterbacks here. We go
out every Saturday and
throw. Everybody is look-
ing real good right now. I
am not worried about us
being able to throw the
ball a lot next season.”
Branham is an excep-

tional athlete who let-
tered in four sports —
football, basketball,
baseball and track — at
Northland High School in
Columbus. He was a
state champion in the
200-meter dash
“I would say my two fa-

vorite sports would be
baseball and football. I
was a center fielder,
pitcher and shortstop in
baseball. I had a .457
batting average and con-
sidered myself a good hit-
ter,” he said.
He says skills from all

those sports help make
him a good receiver.
“My physicalness, my

speed, all of that makes
me a great all-around re-

ceiver,” he said.
His first love actually

was lacrosse, or maybe
boxing. He played
lacrosse before football
and then did both from
fourth grade through
seventh grade. 
“Lacrosse is just like

football. I loved the con-
tact,” he said. “Somebody
is coming down with the
stick and you could just
hit ‘em. That’s what I en-
joyed.”
What about boxing?
“I did box for the same

reason. We have a heavy
bag in the student center
(at UK) that I will go to
probably once a week
just to stay sharp,” he
said.
There is a softer side to

Branham, though. He
loves to bake, something
he started doing with his
mom when he was about
3 years old.
“Then I just took it on

by myself. It’s just some-
thing I always enjoyed,”
Branham said while not-
ing that brownies are his
speciality.
He’s also incredibly

smart. He taught himself
to play the piano, some-
thing very few people
could ever do, about four
years ago.
“Playing by ear takes a

lot of repetition. Hearing
the song and playing and
hearing and playing. It
does take a while to learn
and teach yourself. It’s a
talent. I don’t know if
everybody has it or not,”
he said.
He started playing the

violin at age 8 or 9 along
with the saxophone. He
gave up the violin at age
13. 

“My mom was in the
(church) choir when she
was younger and she
sings. She played in the
marching band when she
was in high school. She
played the flute, so music
is kind of in our family,”
Branham said.
But so is football. His

brother, John, is a run-
ning back at Eastern
Michigan — the team
Kentucky opens the sea-
son against Sept. 5 at
Kroger Field. The UK
freshman said going
against his brother, who
is two years older, always

pushed him to improve. 
“We pushed each other

every day to get better.
Didn’t matter what we
were doing, we pushed
each other but also had a
love for each other that
motivated us,” Kalil
Branham said.
--------------------------
Just like he was last

season, Kentucky sopho-
more guard Ashton Ha-
gans is regarded as one
of the nation’s top defen-
sive players. He was
named one of 10 semifi-
nalists for the Naismith
Defensive Player of the

Year just like he was last
year. He was the SEC co-
defensive player of the
year last season.
“There is no better de-

fender that I know of,”
Kentucky coach John
Calipari said. “There is
nobody that will come up
with a rebound to win a
game like him.”
Calipari didn’t stop

there, though, as he
switched over to Hagans’
offensive worth.
“He can create shots

for his teammates. He
makes the game easier
for them,” Calipari said.

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Freshman receiver Branham talented on, off field

Anna Boone looks for help beyond Bristyn Rushing and Andrea Federico’s
trap Saturday in the championship game of the fifth- and sixth-grade district
tournament. Crittenden Blue (playing in white on Saturday) defeated Critten-
den White.

Quinn Summers and Isaac James react – along with the entire Crittenden bench – to Avery Thompson’s
game-winner in overtime.

Rocket coach Denis Hodge and his players react to last
week’s opening round win in the Fifth District Tournament.

Area post-season madness
reaches basketball pinnacle 
Basketball has come to its pinna-

cle over the last few days with the
varsity teams playing in the Fifth
District tournaments and advanc-
ing to the Second Region tourna-
ments at Hopkinsville this week.
Just as much excitement sur-

rounded last weekend’s district
tournament for area fifth and sixth
graders at Burna as Crittenden
County captured the league cham-
pionship in both boys’ and girls’ di-
visions. On the female side,

Crittenden actually won the cham-
pionship and runnerup title be-
cause it had two teams in the
six-county league that also in-
cluded Union, Lyon, Trigg, Caldwell
and Livingston counties.
The boys fifth and sixth graders

were taken into overtime before
winning the league tournament
over Livingston County.
The varsity boys were set to play

at Hopkinsville on Wednesday
night, trying to knock off Christian

Crittenden County’s fifth and sixth graders won the district championshp Saturday, beat-
ing Livingston in overtime. Pictured are (front from left) Bryson Walker, Issac James,
Grayson Hall, Logan Martin, Caden Brothers, Quinn Summers (back row) Brayden
Poindexter, Avery Thompson, Garner Stalins, Davis Perryman, Levi Suddoth, Ethan
Thomas, Caleb Riley and coach Sean Thompson.

Crittenden County’s fifth and sixth graders won the district championshp and district un-
nerup Saturday. Crittenden had two teams in the six-county league and each advanced
to the championship game. The blue team won the title. Pictured are members of both
teams (front from left) Lacey Boone, Jordyn Hodge, Elliot Evans, Elle McDaniel, Chloe
Hunt, Morgan Stewart, Presley Potter, (back) coach Mandy Hunt, Madison Walker, Maeson
Martin, Charlee Mundy, Haylie Hunt, Anna Boone, Bristyn Rushing, Georgia Holeman, An-
drea Federico, Taylor Davis and coach Lee Anna Boone.
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YOUTH SPORTS
Saturday assessments
Saturday is assessment day
and registration deadline for
youth baseball and softball. The
assessment will be from 10 a.m.,
until noon at the middle school
gym. Find a registration form at
the Dugout Club Facebook page,
Press Online or in paper form at
The Press office. Complete infor-
mation is available on the form.

Soccer sign up Thursday
Youth soccer registration will

be held from 5-8 p.m., on Thurs-
day, March 5 at Marion’s Dairy
Queen store. Online registration
will be open until April 3. 

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Raccoon                  Oct. 1 - Feb. 29
Raccoon (trapping) Nov. 11 - Feb. 29
Squirrel             Nov. 11 - Feb. 29
Red/Gray Fox    Nov. 11 - Feb. 29
Beaver               Nov. 11 - Feb. 29
Youth Turkey                   April 4-5
Turkey                April 18 - May 10
Coyote Night        Feb. 1 - May 31
Coyote                       Year Round
Groundhog                 Year Round

Night okay for coyotes
Coyotes can be legally hunted

at night with a light from Feb. 1
through May 31. For more infor-
mation see the Kentucky Guide.

ARCHERY
Two local boys are
shooters of the year
A half dozen local archers were

honored for their shooting last
weekend in the Kentucky
Scholastic S3DA State Tourna-
ment at Owensboro and two Crit-
tenden County boys were named
shooter of the year. Jeremiah
Foster won the Middle School
Male Bowhunter Compound
state championship and he was
also named Indoor Shooter of
the Year in his division. Marion’s
Tucker Boudro won a state
championship in the Elementary
Male Open Class and was
named Indoor Shooter of the
Year. Emory Orr also won a state
championship in the Elementary
Female Bowhunter Compound
division. Max Clements of Stur-
gis was third in the Middle
School Male Open Class; Colt
Hayes of Marion was fourth in El-
ementary Male Barebow; and
Miley Hayes was fifth in the Ele-
mentary Female Barebow. 
In the Indoor Championships Orr
won first place in Cub Freestyle
and Bowhunter classes and was
the overall highest female scorer;
Boudro was first in the Cub
Freestyle; Clements was second
in Youth Male Freestyle; Foster
captured two firsts in Youth Male
Freestyle and Youth Bowhunter
and he was also the highest
male scorer. 

SPRING SPORTS
Meet the Lady Rockets
A Meet the Lady Rockets event
will be held on Monday, March 9
at the high school softball field at
Marion-Crittenden County Park.
Player introductions will begin at
5 p.m., followed by an intra-
squad scrimmage. Recreational
softball players are invited to par-
ticipate and be recognized. They
should arrive by 4:30 p.m., to be
recognized. In case of rain, the
event will be held the following
day or Thursday, March 12.

Meet the Rockets
A Meet the Rockets event will
be held on Monday, March 9 at
the high school baseball field at
Marion-Crittenden County Park.
Player introductions will begin at
5:30 p.m., followed by an intra-
squad scrimmage. In case of
rain, the event will be held Thurs-
day, March 12. Season tickets
will be on sale at the event.

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

Sports The Crittenden Press

SECOND REGION
TOURNAMENT

BOYS
At Hopkinsville

WEDNESDAY
Christian County vs. Crittenden Co., 6pm
Madisonville vs Henderson, Co., 7:30pm
THURSDAY
Webster Co. vs University Heights, 6pm
Lyon County vs Caldwell Co., 7:30pm
MONDAY
Semifinals 6pm and 7:30pm
TUESDAY
Championship, 7pm

GIRLS
At Christian County

MONDAY
Madisonville 70, Crittenden Co. 46
Webster Co. 62, Christian Co. 39
TUESDAY
Trigg County. vs Caldwell County, 6pm
Hopkinsville vs Henderson Co., 7:30pm
FRIDAY
Semifinals 6pm and 7:30pm
SATURDAY
Championship, 7pm______

FIFTH DISTRICT
TOURNAMENT

BOYS
Opening Round Results
Lyon County 101, Livingston 76
Crittenden Co. 61, Trigg County 59
Championship
Lyon County 78, Crittenden Co. 65

GIRLS
Opening Round Results
Crittenden 48,Livingston 35
Trigg County 44, Lyon County 43
Championship
Trigg County 48, Crittenden Co. 40______

The Lady Rockets led for about 90 per-
cent of the basketball game last Thursday
in the Fifth District championship at Ed-
dyville. However, Crittenden County could
never gain a commanding advantage, and
Trigg County snuck away with a 48-40
win thanks to a late offensive flurry and
good foul shooting.
Trigg has won the last two district tour-

nament championships, their first consec-
utive titles in school history. They’ve won
the district title a half dozen times.
For the Lady Rockets, it was a chance to

claim their third championship in the last
four years. They won titles in 2018 and
2017.
Crittenden led the entire first half, albeit

in a closely contested affair. CCHS was up
by as many as five points when Chandler
Moss hit a foul shot midway through the
second quarter for a 19-14 edge. Trigg
closed the first half with a 10-2 run and
led by three at the break thanks to a
three-pointer by freshman Olivia Noff-
singer.
The second half was a virtual mirror

image of the first one. Crittenden got back
ahead 27-26 in the third quarter on a
jumper just outside of the lane by fresh-
man guard Natalie Boone. From there, the
game remained close, but CCHS never
trailed until Trigg took the lead for good

on a pair of foul shots with just under four
minutes to play.
Senior Adri Phillips scored two baskets

to help Trigg create some space between
itself and Crittenden on the scoreboard.
Trigg got ahead by six and then let its foul
shooters do the rest. Just a 54-percent
foul shooting team, the Lady Wildcats
made 10 of 14 at stripe to seal the deal
down the stretch. Noffsinger, Trigg’s lead-
ing scorer on the season and tops in the
tournament championship with 18, hit
half of those freebies in the fourth period.
Crittenden got some reasonble looks at

the basket in the waning minutes, but
couldn’t get the shots to fall as Trigg
closed with a 19-8 run.
Lady Rocket freshman Taylor Guess fin-

ished with 16 points, a basket below her
average. No one elese scored in double fig-
ures for CCHS. 

Trigg 48, Crittenden 40
Trigg County          10      24      29      48
Crittenden Co.       10      21      32      40
TRIGG - Bush 5, O.Noffstinger 18, E.Noffsinger 4, Hyde
1, Bruggs, Phillips 12, Reynolds 8, K.Grubbs. FG 13.
3-pointers 2 (O.Noffsinger). FT 19-27.
CRITTENDEN - Guess 16, Boone 7, Moss 8, Wood-
ward 7, Duncan 2, Easley, Long, Smith. FG 14. 3-point-
ers 2 (Boone, Guess). FT 10-14.

Lyon County opened up a close game
with a series of three-pointers in the third
period and went on to beat the Rockets
78-65 in the Fifth District championship
game Friday.
Lyon won its second straight district

championship and 21st in school history.
The Rockets, playing in the title game

for the third year in a row (something that
hadn’t happened since 1958), kept the
game close in the first half, but Lyon went
ahead by 16 in the third period.
Crittenden trimmed it back to single

digits for a brief time in the fourth quarter,
but Lyon maintained a comfortable lead
down the stretch. 

Crittenden senior Erik O’Leary and jun-
iors Gabe Mott and Preston Turley were
named to the All-Tournament team.

Lyon 78, Crittenden 65
Crittenden Co.             18      28    46    65
Lyon County                 19      36    58    78
CRITTENDEN - Morgeson 8, O’Leary 13, Winders 2,
Mott 8, Boone 11, Champion 2, J.Carlson 3, Turley 18,
Adamson, M.Carlson, Davidson. 25. 3-pointers 8
(Morgeson 2, OLeary 2, Mott, Boone 2, J.Carlson). FT
7-12.
LYON - Wahlin 8, Hawkins 3, Perry 24, Bingham 13,
Gilbert 2, J.Shoulders 28, Reddick, B.Shoulders, Cis-
sell, Crawford, Wilkerson. FG 31. 3-pointers 6
(Hawkins, Perry 2, Bingham, Shoulders 2). FT 10-15.

It was a grand
high school bas-
ketball atmos-
phere with a
packed gym at
Eddyville for the
Fifth District
championship
game Friday night
where the Rock-
ets lost to Lyon
County. The two
teams have
played in the last
three tournament
title games.

Lady Rockets’ 18-win
season gets Marooned
STAFF REPORT
When Crittenden County stayed

close for more than a half Monday at
Hopkinsville and was trailing by just
two points with under six minutes to
play in the third period, there was a
bounce in Coach Shannon Hodge’s
step on the sideline as she directed
play like the conductor of an orches-
tra.
Going up against now 28-1 Madis-

onville, the team with the highest
power rating in the region, Coach
Hodge had to know the shoe would
drop at some point.
Yet even after her team went cold –

missed some shots and turned the ball
over on five stright trips down the floor
to let Madisonville gain control of the
game – coach Hodge’s management of
the game never changed. When her
team was down 20 late in the second
half, nothing had changed. That’s why
after 27 seasons at the helm, Hodge’s
teams continue to defy the odds. She’s
won more than 329 games at CCHS,
but No. 19 in this season wasn’t within
reality. Crittenden fell 70-46 to the
Lady Maroons, eliminating CCHS from
the Second Region Tournament and
ending its season at 18-11. 
It was the third winningest season in

coach Hodge’s tenure and with nearly
everyone returning next season,
there’s no doubt that coach Hodge will
continue with a skip in her step.

Madisonville 70, Crittenden 46
Crittenden Co.                 8      23    33    46
Madisonville                    12     27    48    70
CRITTENDEN - Guess 12, Boone 7, Moss 10,
Duncan, Woodward 9, Long, Easley, Perryman 2,
Driskill 6, Conyer, Smith. FG 13. 3-pointers 1
(Boone). FT 19-24.
MADISONVILLE - McGowan 2, Carmon 2,
Franklin 2, Zieba 6, LaGrange 13, Livingston,
Hayes 2, Stafford, L.Peyton 13, C.Peyton 19,
Lovan 11. FG 30. 3-pointers 3 (C.Peyton 2, L.Pey-
ton). FT 2-3.

Lady Rocket eighth grader Riley Smith pulls
down a rebound during Crittenden County’s
loss in the Second Region Tournament Mon-
day against Madisonville. The tournament
was played at Christian County’s gym.

- All District Performers -

   O’Leary            Turley               Mott

    Guess            Duncan        Woodward

Lyon dispatches Rockets in 5th title game

Girls fall to Trigg in 5th championship



McNeely
Mary Jo Guess Mc-

Neely, 83, of Fredonia
died Tuesday, Feb. 25,
2020 at
Crittenden
C o u n t y
Health and
Rehabilita-
tion Center
in Marion.
She en-

joyed reading and taking
walks.
Surviving are her sons,

Troy W. McNeely (Sarah)
of Fredonia, Charles R.
McNeely of Marion,
Wayne A. McNeely of Me-
tropolis Ill., and Wilbur
Sisco (Patricia) of Marion;
a daughter, JoAnn
Warner (Danny) of
Florida; and several
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-
great-grandchildren.
She was preceded by

her husband Troy Estill
McNeely; a daughter,
Rose Gilland; two broth-
ers; three sisters; and
parents, Ira and Ina Hol-
land Guess.
Services were Satur-

day, Feb. 29 in the
chapel of Boyd Funeral
Directors and Cremation
Services. Burial was at
Mapleview Cemetery.

Hanor
Bayne Stewart “Bill”

Hanor, 80, of Marion
died Saturday,
Feb. 29, 2020 at
C r i t t e n d e n
County Health
and Rehabilita-
tion Center. 
He was of the Baptist

faith, a United States
Army veteran and owner
of Hanor's Gun Shop
from 1979-2006.
Survivors include his

wife, Carol Hanor of Mar-
ion; daughter, Anna
Carol (Kenny) Hillyard of
Marion; brothers, David
Hanor of Morganfield,
Frank (Cecilia) Hanor of
Clay, Donny Hanor of
Marion and Mike Hanor
of Kentucky; sisters,
Jean Henderson of
Evansville, Ind., and
Sharon (Jerry) Clark of
Clay; and  grandson,
Dustin Hillyard of Mar-
ion.
He was preceded in

death by his daughter,
Patricia Kronenberger;
parents, Charles Marlin
and Myrtle Elizabeth
Hanor Sr.; brother,
Charles Marlin Hanor
Jr.; and sister, Charlotte
"Polly" Wright.
Services were at 1

p.m., Wednesday, March
4 at Gilbert Funeral
Home in Marion. Burial
was at Mapleview Ceme-
tery.  
Memorials may be

made to the Mary Hall
Ruddiman Animal Shel-
ter in Marion.

Leet
Glenda Doris Leet, 71,

of Shady Grove died
Wednesday, Feb. 26,
2020 at her home.  
She was a member of

Enon General Baptist
Church.
Survivors include her

husband of 53 years,
Leroy Leet of Shady
Grove; children, Jeff
(Julie) Leet and Jenny
(Scott) Long both of
Shady Grove; sisters,
Ginger Phillips of Marion
and Theresa Miller of
Texas; and grandchil-
dren, Erika (Kyle) Saly-
ers, Alyssa (Hayden)
McConnell, Leah Long
and Ethan Long.
She was preceded in

death by her parents, Ira
and Fay Fulks.
Services were Satur-

day, Feb. 29 at Gilbert
Funeral Home in Marion.
Burial was at Shady
Grove Cemetery. 

Travis
Billie Ewell Travis, 79,

of Princeton died Thurs-
day, Feb. 27, 2020 at the
Deaconess Midtown Hos-
pital in Evansville.
He was a member of

Eddy Creek Baptist
Church, and a self-em-
ployed retired jeweler.
He was an avid turkey
hunter and a member of
the National Wild Turkey
Federation.
Surviving are his wife

of 41 years, Virginia
“Ginny” Wimberly Travis;
a sister, Brenda Under-
down of Marion; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in

death by his parents, Bil-
lie Minor Travis and
Evah Lee Brantley
Travis.
Services were Satur-

day, Feb. 29 at Morgan's
Funeral home with Rev.
Leslie Joyce officiating.
Burial was at Crayne
Cemetery in Crittenden
County. 
Memorial contributions

may be made to the Eddy
Creek  Baptist Church
Benevolence Fund, c/o
Michael Forsythe, 349
Tandy Road, Princeton,
KY 42445.

Press Obituaries
Most obituaries in The Crit-

tenden Press are published at
no charge. However, ex-
tended obituaries are avail-
able for a small fee. There is
no charge for use of a photo.
Please ask your funeral direc-
tor about fee-based obituar-
ies. Obituaries that appear in
the paper are also accessible
on the Web for free at The
Press Online.

Shewmaker
Eddie Wayne

Shewmaker, 84,
of Jackson,
Tenn., formerly
of Marion. died
Thursday, Feb.
27, 2020 at Forrest Cove
Nursing Home in Jack-
son.  
He was a United States

Army veteran.
Survivors include his

step-daughter, Gail (Lee)
Styers of Sardas, Miss.;
two grandchildren; and
two great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in

death by his wife, Mar-
garet Ann Shewmaker;
son, Joel Shewmaker;
and parents, Arthur
Marion and May Genevia
Shewmaker.
Graveside services

were Saturday, Feb. 29
at Love Cemetery.
Gilbert Funeral Home

was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Miller
Robert Charles Miller

Sr., 73, of St. George,
Utah, formerly of Marion,
died Feb. 11, 2020 at the
Coral Desert Hospice
Center in Utah.
He had attended

Crooked Creek Baptist
Church and was often
seen in his Jesus Period
T-Shirt. He enjoyed wood
working, leather crafts
and fishing.
Survivors include his

son, Robert C. Miller Jr.
(Jessica) of Poland; a
daughter, Donna K.
Girten (Mark) of Marion;
two brothers, Bruce
Miller of Florida and Tom
F. Miller (Donna) of
Florida; two granddaugh-
ters, Crystal Lynn Kelso
(Chris) of Ft. Worth,
Texas and Melissa Anne
Keith of Crowley, Texas;
and great-grandchildren,
Blakely, Braydon and
Brice Morman; Emma
Lynn and Benji Kelso;
and several, cousins,
nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in

death by his parents,
Vernon G. Miller and
Eleanor (Rathnaw) Miller;
a brother, Vernon G.
Miller Jr.; and a sister,
Patricia Stratford.

For Online Condolences
myersfuneralhomeonline.com
boydfuneraldirectors.com
gilbertfunerals.com

Archives of Local Obituaries
for more than 20 years are

available online at 
The-Press.com

Patterson
Tammy Gail Walker

Patterson, 48, of Marion
died Friday, Feb. 28,
2020 at her home.
Survivors

include her
h u s b a n d ,
Robert Pat-
terson of
Marion; chil-
dren, Justin
Keaton (Kirsten) Walker
of Grand Rivers, Mikeliah
Cheyenne Walker of Pad-
ucah, Rebekah Rae-Leigh
(Zach) Walker of Paducah
and Gabriel Micheal-
Riley Walker of Grand
Rivers; her father, Benny
Walker; sister, Christy
Renee (Rob) Davidson;
first husband, Jackson
Walker; a special sister,
Cindy Dukes; and
mother and father-in-
law, Maggie and Bob Pat-
terson.
She was preceded in

death by her mother,
Beverly Yvonne Walker.
Private services will be

held at a later date.
Gilbert Funeral Home

in Marion was in charge
of arrangements.

Tolley
Anna Dell Tolley, 75, of

Lola died Friday, Feb. 28,
2020 at Livingston Hos-
pital and Healthcare.
She was a member of

Hopewell Cumberland
Presbyterian Church.
She loved the Lord and
her church and enjoyed
her family and especially

her grandchildren.  Her
other enjoyments in-
volved cooking for her
family and having them
together, sitting on the
porch listening to the
birds and drinking cof-
fee.  She loved to travel to
Gatlinburg or to the
beach and put her feet in
the sand.
Survivors include her

husband, Harold Tolley
of Lola; children, Kim
(Chad) Belcher of Padu-
cah, Brent (Jennifer) Fer-
rell of Lola, DeeDee
(Anthony) Tinin of Reid-
land and Renee Daugh-
erty of Reidland;
grandchildren, Tasha, Is-
abella, Jade, Morgan,
Jude, A.J. and Oaklyn;
great-grandchildren,
Trokolby, Iesha; and
David; and brothers
John, Sam and Donnie
Otto Brown.
She was preceded in

death by her first hus-
band, Jimmy Ferrell;
parents, Robert and
Mable Brown; a grand-
son, David Gill and
brothers, Bobby and
David "Bug" Brown.
Services were Monday

March 2 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home in Marion.
Burial was at Lola Ceme-
tery. 

Green
Mary Elizabeth Cox

Green, 88, of Fredonia
died Friday, Feb. 28,
2020 at Ray and Kay
Eckstein Hospice Care
Center in Paducah. 
She was retired from

Siemens and was a mem-
ber of Unity Baptist
Church, where she
taught Sunday School for
20 plus years.  She loved
antiques and fishing.
Survivors include three

sons, Dwight Green and
wife Donna of Fredonia,
Lowell Green and wife
Marsha of Fredonia,
Tony Green and wife
Linda of Fredonia; six
grandchildren, Tania
Traylor and husband
Jamie, Christy Fraliex
and husband Barry, Cas-
sandra Drennan and
husband Wesley, Grant
Green and wife Rhian-
non, Catie Loftus and
husband John, Heather
York;  11 great-grand-
children, McKenzie
Fraliex, Jordyn Traylor,
Cayden Fraliex, Kyndal
Traylor, Abbi Drennan,
Aubrey Drennan, Felicity
Green, Hailey Collier,
Hunter Collier, Ollie Lof-
tus and Judah Loftus;
one great-great-grand-
child, Braylee Head.
She was preceded in

death by her husband,
Roy Green; her parents,
Sammie and Pearl Cates
Cox; two sisters, Jean
Story and Marcella Shu-
maker; two brothers,
Minos and John Cox;
and a granddaughter,
Tara Green.
Services are at 1 p.m.,

Thursday, March 5 at
Morgan's Funeral Home
in Princeton with Bro.
Mark Faughn officiating,
assisted by Bro. Rex
Jones. Burial will follow
in Fredonia Cemetery.
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A contractor for the Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet (KYTC) plans instal-
lation of a centerline barrier wall along
the westbound lanes of I-24 in Ken-
tucky starting this week. 
The work zone for major concrete

pavement replacement and rehab will
initially run from near the U.S. 68
Cadiz-Hopkinsville Exit 65 interchange
extending westward along the west-
bound lanes to about the 52-mile
marker through parts of Trigg, Cald-
well, and Lyon counties.
This first phase of work will require

the placement of a centerline barrier
wall.  Weather permitting, the contrac-
tor plans to start on March 5 along the
westbound lanes near the 65 mile

marker.  A crew will work westward, in-
stalling the concrete barrier wall in seg-
ments over the next 2 to 3 weeks.
Erection of the barrier wall will re-

quire westbound traffic to be restricted
to one lane starting near the Exit 65 in-
terchange.  All westbound traffic will
move to the right-hand or driving lane
in this work zone. Westbound motorists
should be prepared to encounter slow-
ing and merging traffic as they ap-
proach the 65 mile marker.
Construction of median crossovers

will require some short, daytime work
zone lane restrictions along the east-
bound lanes over coming weeks, as
weather allows.  

I-24 work beginning this week
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Residents of western Ken-
tucky now have an easier way
to obtain a REAL ID compliant
driver’s license with the open-
ing of a regional office in
Madisonville on Monday.
The new Hopkins County of-

fice can serve all Kentuckians
regardless of where they live.
Any U.S. citizen or permanent
resident who has a Kentucky
driver’s license, permit or iden-
tification card may apply for a
REAL ID-compliant version, if
they want to use a state-issued
credential to meet upcoming
REAL ID requirements.
Kentuckians who already

have a valid form of REAL ID,
like a passport or military ID,
can continue to use that in-
stead of the new REAL ID li-
cense when they  visit military
bases and fly commercial ar-
lines within the U.S. starting
on Oct. 1.  Current driver’s li-
censes will continue to remain

valid, but only for driving, vot-
ing and general identification
purposes.
“After years of repeated

changes and uncertainty sur-
rounding REAL ID in Ken-
tucky, my administration is
working tirelessly and has
made quick progress to make
REAL IDs available as soon as
possible,” said Gov. Andy
Beshear. “The deadline to com-
ply is quickly approaching and
we must continue to improve
this service while encouraging
Kentuckians to take action to
ensure they have an accepted
form of identification by Octo-

ber.”
Like Madisonville, the REAL

ID office at the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet head-
quarters in Frankfort serves as
a regional application site, wel-
coming applicants from any
county to apply.  Offices in Pa-
ducah, Bowling Green, and
Somerset are currently best
scaled to serve residents in the
county where they are located
but will serve the region once
workstation capacity expands.
Remember that when apply-

ing for a REAL ID compliant li-
cense, documentation needed
is much stricter than when you

simply renew a driver’s license.
They include:
•One valid proof of identity,

such as a certified birth certifi-
cate or valid passport.
•One valid proof of social se-

curity, such as a social secu-
rity card or W2 statement.
•Two valid proofs of resi-

dency, like a Kentucky driver’s
license with your current home
address or a utility bill dated
less than 61 days. 
Additional documentation

may be required if an appli-
cant’s name or gender doesn’t
match on the four proof docu-
ments.

BIO/MED
Continued from page 1

Crittenden County High
School, said the purpose
of the event is to complete
initial scheduling and
provide students and par-
ents the opportunity to
learn more about the CTE
programs and classes and
meet the teachers, as well
as the freshman spon-
sors.
Using Project Lead The

Way curriculum available
to high schools, the Bio-
Medical pathway will pro-
vide real world, hands on
learning experiences for
students to better prepare
them to succeed in their
futures, according to
principal Mandy Irvan.
“As a parent with a

kiddo who thrived in
PLTW courses, they pre-
pare them for success in
obtaining industry certifi-
cations that are otherwise
very expensive and
timely,” she said.
CCHS teacher Casey

Evans is certified and ex-
perienced in instructing
the first course of the pro-
gram. The four courses
are: Principles of Biomed-
icine, Human Body Sys-
tems, Medical
Interventions and Bio-
medical Innovations. 
The Crittenden County

Board of Education last
Thursday approved a
$20,900 allocation that
will help fund supplies
and a participation fee for
Project Lead The Way.
During Freshman O,

students will choose a Ca-
reer and Technical Edu-
cation program to follow
throughout high school
from one of six CTE areas:
Family and consumer sci-
ence, business, computer
science, medical, educa-
tion and agriculture. 
Students will be given

more information about
these programs prior to
the Freshman O event,
and administration and
staff will be available that
evening to answer ques-
tions students or parents
may have. 
Additionally, all stu-

dents completing registra-
tion forms the night of the
event will be eligible for
door prizes. Students who
cannot attend Freshman
O are asked to complete
scheduling online no later
than March 27.  Students
will be given information
on this process. For more
information about the
event, call the high school
office at (270) 965-2248
or email tiffany.blazina@crit-
tenden.kyschools.us.

Madisonville office now open for REAL ID 

Free tree seedlings
provided by the Critten-
den County Conserva-
tion District will be
available on March 20.
With all the rain re-
cently, the ground is soft
and moist, just right to
start digging those holes
for spring tree planting. 
Free seedlings will be

given away to the resi-
dents of Crittenden
County from 10 a.m.
until noon at the office
located on East Bellville
Street across from The
Crittenden Press. This
year’s seedlings will be
cypress, hazelnut, river
birch, yellow poplar,
cherrybark oak, button-

bush and the Kentucky
coffeetree. The Kentucky
Division of Forestry has
matched this purchase
with persimmon, swamp
white oak and red shu-
mard oak. There is  limit
of six trees per person. 
The district’s goal is to

help the community
beautify yards and
homeplaces, provide
habitat and help keep
the county one of the
forested treasures of the
state. The conservation
district welcomes per-
sons throughout Crit-
tenden County, urban
and rural, to take ad-
vantage of this opportu-
nity. 

Free tree seedlings 
offered on March 20
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